
duck confit, braised lamb, bison 
tartar and roasted scallops. The 
desserts are exceptional, espe-
cially the chocolate pot de creme 

and homemade ice cream.
Even breakfast is great, with 

choices ranging from rich eggs 
benedict with pesto hollandaise 
to a healthy berry smoothie and 
tomato-spinach-wild mushroom 
omelette.

S O U T H  C O R E  H U B
The Delta’s gleaming 46-storey 

tower already is a landmark of 
Toronto’s South Core, a mus-
cular district south of the CN 
tracks that is home to highrise 
waterfront condos and the city’s 
most popular attractions and 
sporting events. You are across 
the street from the CN Tower, 
Ripley’s Aquarium, the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre 
(connected via an overpass), and 
Rogers Centre (Disney on Ice 
Presents Treasure Trove, Dec. 
19-28). Within one block is the 
Air Canada Centre (showcasing 
Cher on Jan. 13, Toronto Maple 
Leafs vs. Canadiens on April 11). 
Rochelle@rochellelash.com
twitter.com/rochellelash
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The sparkling new Delta in To-
ronto opened two weeks ago and 
already is a game-changer on two 
fronts:

Delta Toronto at SouthCore 
Financial Centre is the flagship 
of a new generation of the all-
Canadian hospitality company. 
Dowdy no more, the brand is 
gradually transforming its 38 
hotels and resorts coast-to-coast 
into modern getaways that still 
sport attractive prices.

The Delta is an instant anchor 
of Toronto’s South Core district, 
across the street from the CN 
Tower, Ripley’s Aquarium and 
the Rogers Centre, and linked 
indoors to the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre, Union Sta-
tion and PATH, the subway and 
underground city.

A  B R A N D  EV O LV E S
The newly-built Toronto Delta 

astutely reflects life in 2015: It 
has high-tech features, LEED 
eco-conscious operations and 
public transit connections so 
extensive that you will toss away 
your car keys. And the Delta is 
casual, befitting today’s relaxed 
meme. No stuffy hotel dining 
here. The SOCO Kitchen + Bar is 
a cool hangout to have cocktails 
and creative cuisine. And SOCO 
To-Go furnishes tasty meals for 
people on the run.

Toronto Delta is a steep upgrade 
for the brand, with deluxe marble 
bathrooms, an indoor pool under 
an atrium, a classy Canadian whis-
ky bar and a Clef d’Or concierge, 
Genevieve Moir.

The hotel’s clean, uncompli-
cated interior design — by former 
Montrealer Alexandra Cham-
palimaud — features amusing 
colour pops such as lemon-yellow 
leather chairs and mauve pillows. 
And a witty collection of art-
work includes a wall sculpture of 
hockey sticks by Rob Baytor and 
a mural of Canadian landscapes 
by Adrian Forrow.

S M A RT  R O O M S
The Delta Toronto features 567 

sizable rooms and 16 extended-
stay suites with kitchenettes. 
The spare, business-like decor 
in crisp white and smart navy is 
warmed by modular blond-wood 
furniture and earthy carpets. The 
wow factor is the view, either 

north to Toronto’s urban lights 
or south to Lake Ontario — both 
are breathtaking, especially if 
you have a corner room. Plus, you 
can sing in the glass shower while 
you’re gazing at the skyline.

The accommodations are called 
ModeRooms for the modern vibe, 
with ModeClub and ModeSuites 

offering such extras as evening 
turndown and access to a private 
lounge with continental break-
fast, afternoon hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages.

Delta is tech-forward, both for 
businesspeople and for screen-
savvy kids. The conference rooms 
are equipped with wireless AV 
equipment, so no more tripping 
over cables at meetings. And each 
room’s SmartDesk connects your 
mobile device to your television 
for gaming, streaming and access 
to YouTube and Netflix. Plus, you 
can sync the day’s sightseeing 
photos and upload to your TV. To 
make all of this happen, Delta’s 
Internet is 100 mbp (megabytes 
per second), among the highest of 
any hotel in Canada.

Technology also is helping to 
personalize each guest’s visit. 
When you check in, the front 
desk will remotely activate your 
thermostat’s eco-settings for 
power and climate control. And, 
by the time you arrive at your 
room, you will have a menu of 
onscreen options for dining and 
activities.

F O O D  A N D  D R I N K
SOCO Kitchen + Bar is a sleek, 

modern bistro that embraces a 
corner lounge, leather booths, a 
sports bar and high-topped tables 
for grazing or casual lunches and 
dinners. Music throbs, chefs in 
the open kitchen toss and chop, 
and bartenders and servers rush 
to serve a packed house, espe-
cially on game nights.

Executive chef Daniel Craig 
cooks up comfort dishes — his 
ingredients are remarkably fresh 
— such as rotisserie chicken, 
chickpea stew and prosciutto 
pizza, as well as delicacies includ-
ing oysters, lobster tagliatelle, 

MODERN GETAWAY IN THE HEART OF TORONTO

R O C H E L L E  L A S H
C h e c k i n g  I n

I F  Y O U  G O

Porter Airlines: 888-
619-8622, 416-619-8622, 
flyporter.com. Porter flies to 
Toronto’s downtown island 
airport from Montreal (from 
$99 one-way), Mont Trem-
blant (seasonal), Ottawa, 
Quebec City and Windsor.
Delta Toronto: 888-890-
3222, 416-849-1200, www.
deltahotels.com; 75 Lower 
Simcoe St., Toronto.
Price: approximately $199-
$239 for rooms; suites cost 
more, including Wi-Fi, indoor 
pool, fitness centre, baby 
gear. Extra: premium Wi-Fi, 
valet parking ($42). Delta 
Privilege members get perks, 
incl. free local calls.
SOCO Kitchen + Bar: 416-
637-5465, socokitchenand-
bar.ca; daily until 2 a.m.; 
brunch on Sat.-Sun. Gluten-
free, vegan and to-go menus 
available.
Visitors info: Toronto: 
416-987-1739, www.see-
torontonow.com; South 
Core: southcore.ca; Ontario 
Tourism, live chats at: ontari-
otravel.net.

The Delta hotel in Toronto opened in November with contemporary interior design 
by former Montrealer Alexandra Champalimaud.  D E LTA  H O T E L S  A N D  R E S O RT S .

Check out to-
day’s Montreal 
Gazette tablet 
edition.

Snowmobile Rental
in Montebello

Incredible and unique
snowmobile

experiences!
Ride through
the beautiful
countryside
terrain

located only
75 minutes

outside of Montreal.

Book a guided snowmobile tour around
our secluded private property, enjoy nicely
groomed trail riding or get a taste of powder
riding on our series of ungroomed trails.

Come out and enjoy winter fun for the whole
family! We also offer dogsledding, tubing,
horse-drawn sleigh rides, ice skating, curling,
snowshoeing, and over 17 km of cross-country
ski trails. Equipment rental is available
on site.

For more info
lcm.sports@fairmont.com

819-423-6341 x 7655

Altitude Rental
We play... outside!

VERMONT

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio
efficiency at US $82.00 or a more spacious one
bedroom suite at US $92.00/night, including
a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and subject to availability.
Effective December 1, 2014 to April 1, 2015.
Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles,
same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

SM RT SUITEST T

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
www.riversidetowerhotel.com
New York City, New York
Toll free 800-724-3136

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139.
Suites USD $149.-$169. Lincoln Center area.
Hudson River views, 18 floors, kitchenette,
5 minutes to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area.
Riverside Drive & 80th Street.

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTELT T

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
www.greenmountainsuites.com
401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn. Escape
to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at $129/night weekdays.
Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning. Includes Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and
Food (M-Th.). Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility. Walking
distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact us for more info. Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Contact hotel for more information.

GREEN MOUNT IN SUITES HOTELG T T T

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
www.plattsburghbestvalueinn.com
19 Booth Drive, Plattsburgh, New York
✆ 518-563-0222 Toll free 1-800-358-2137

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $120 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently
off exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds &
spec. events do not apply. Up to 70% occ.
daily. Based on availability.

MERIC ’S BEST V LUE INNT

QUALITY INN
2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne
855-547-2524

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or 1 night for
$79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1 night stay with
round trip transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking
for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy. Additional
charge $10/person/night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates
also include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion is available till 4/30/2015.
Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

DAYS INN
3229 Shelburne Road, Shelburne
802-985-3334

Spend two nights at the Days Inn Shelburne,
2 person occupancy for $149.00 through
2014.Close to attractions, shopping and
restaurants. Free continental breakfast and
wifi. Blackout dates include 11/27-11/29,
12/24-12/25 and 12/31. Call us directly if you
would like a newly remodeled room or any
special requests. Take I89 to exit 13 and make
a left. We are 3 miles down on the left.

QU LITY INNTD YS INN Q TRAVELODGE
1016 Shelburne Road, South Burlington
1-802-862-6421

Close to downtown Burlington shopping
malls and outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot
Breakfast, High speed wireless internet and
pets welcome. Special rates for 2 nights
$129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus
Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night.
Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on
availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Call 802-862-6421 for reservations

STONEHURST MANOR
www.StonehurstManor.com
White Mountains, North Conway
✆ 603-421-6146

Beauty & comfort surround you at our historic
“country elegant” boutique hotel. Panoramic
mountain views, fireplaced Library Lounge, 20
guestrooms (8 w/frplcs) & renowned dining. LOTS
of North Conway tax-free shopping nearby. Fr.
$78ppdo(US) includes Breakfast, Dinner (from our
full menu) and XC Skiing/SnoShoeing from the
door. Call NOW for Fabulous Holiday Getaways!
603-421-6146 www.StonehurstManor.com
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